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SUBJECT: Lstter of Transmittal,
{0 t Comuanding General, Sth Armored Divisiom, APO No 255, U 8 Arwmy.
Trangnitted berewith is Report After Action /ga‘nsi the Enemy, amd
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HEADQUARTERS
TH CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON MECHANIZER

DOWNGRADED T(: APO No 255, U S Army
MSWICATQNL§EMOVED Ly November 19LkL

BY AUTHORITY OF TAG...

REPORT AFTER ACTTION AGAINST THE ENEMY

) T 7)) ___ [Refererce: rar 10, AR 3u5-105, C3)
e izl OCTOBER 19Lk

SECTION I - The Enemy and Elements Affecting Action,

1. Enemy Situation.

a. During the month the enemy had disposed three battalions of the 1056th
Regiment along the line east of Monschau, Hofen, Alzen to Wahlerscheid, From Wafjler-
scheid south, the 77th Infantry Battalion was holding the sector from that town south
to vieinity ¥ 0110,

b. Enemy was occupying fortifications in this sector and had also dug in
on the high ground in his sector.

¢. Enemy had estimated L to 6 8lmm mortars per battalion and had in the
entire sector 6 ob 8 pieces of artillery believed motdle caliber 75 to 150 which he

fired sporadically as single guns. :

d., Enemy was generally content todefend and hold his fortifications but
wn occasion attempted to probe our lines with patro’'s up to 20 = 30 men strength.

e. Enemy was well supplied with automatic weap@ns and although his soldiers
p were mostly stragglers, convalsscents and overage, they were welltrained and battle
tried ani in the few contacts they made with our forces, displayed gbility to fight
well,

f. Enemy used a considerable mumber of T mines in trails and fords and
various types of antipersennel mines in likely avenues of appreach.

g. Enemy patrols took advantagg of dsrimess, dusk, or dawm and fog to
attempt to infiltrate our lines amd was genera ly quiet on clear days,

2. Terrain and weather.

a. The terrain along Hofenafforded excellent ebservation of the enemy,
but the high ground tothe northeast which the enemy held alse gswe him exwellent
observation of our positions and also g1l avallgble avenues of approach . To the
south of Alzen the area is wooded on both sides of the border, gives practically me
observation in any direction and offers Wery limited fields of fire, Enemy used
the cover of the woods for ambush patrols.

b. The weather during the period was marked by eonsiderable intermittent
rain and fog and poor visibility. Precipitation made thw secondary roads difficult
for all types of vehikles and cross country movement was almost impossible, conse-
quently vehicular movement was limited to hard surfaced rosds,

3. Civilian population.
During the first few days civilian pop ulatiom remainin in Kalterherberg and

o A e b




while it was necessary to evaciate S5 or 6 civilians who were suspected it was finally
determined that none were guilty of espionage. During the rest of the period Kalter-
herberg, Hofem, and Alzen were evacuated and no civilians were contacted in our area.

h. Effectiveness of Enemy Information,

a. Estimated 90% of enemy information was obtained from Prisoners of War
This information was very complete and accurate, Other information was obatined by
use of observationg posts and field artillery liaison plame, Actual observation of
patrols proved generally of little walue in obtaining enemy information,



SECTION II - Action.
1- uissionl

a. To form a counter-reconnaissance screen in the assigned sector to demy
the enemy knowledge of the disposition, movement, and plan of troops in this area -
namely V Corps.

b. To patrol aggressively seeking to increase our knowledge of enemy dis-
position, plans, and movement.

2. General Plan of Action,

a, Principal action consisted of patrolling, either combat op the "sneak
and peep" variety, depending on the situation,

b, Missions have been pregressive being based on the most recent reports
received,

3. Headquarterst o which attached; Command Post Lecations,

a. (1) 1 October 1oLk, the B5th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized
(less Troop C with the third plato n Troop E) was attached to Combat Command A, St
Armored Division, with Squadron Command Post at Hoscheid, Luxembourg.

(2) Troop C with third platoon Troop E attached to Combat Command B
with mission of screening area from Wallendorf south fo Grundhof,

(3) At 011200, orders were received attaching the entire Squadron to
102nd Cavalry ReconnaissanceCfiewp; attachment effective 020600 October.

- (L) 3 October 19LL - Squadron Command Post and Company F moved from X-
Kalterherberg to Hofen,

~ (5) 6 October 19LL - Troops A and C relieved by 102nd Cavalry Reconrs is-
sance Squadron and reported to Division Trains, 5th Armored Division.

1
b. (1) -2 October 19ili, Squairon moved to Kalterherberg, Germamgy and took

up-position there and east through Hofen to contact Company F, 110th Infantry Regi-
ment on the left and the 38th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Meehaniged on the right

(2) One battery LOOth FA Battalion in support. One platoon 801lst ¥D
battalion and two plato ns Company B, 1L6th Cembat engineers attached,

(3) 3 October 19iL -~ Squadron Command Post ami Company F moved from
Kalterherberg to Hofen.

e. (1) 12 October 19kl &=lst Battalion, 110th Infantry Regiment takes
over entire sector excent that held by C Troop, 102nd Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadmem,
85th Cavalry Reconnaigsance Squadren Mechanized takes over sector (951118 to 923109) 3
formerly held by 38th Cavalry Reconnaissa ce Squadron. Command Post at 937106,
Southegst of Kalterherberg. All attachments revertedt o parent units.

(2) 19 October 194l = Command Post moved teo 925096,
d. (1) 22 October 19LL - 85th Cavalry R_connaissance Squadron Mechanized

reveryed to control 5th Armored Division effective '230600A. Relieved 102nd Cavalry
Reconnaissarnce Squadron in sector from oLS51L3 to 953120. Command Post at Kalterher-
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(2) 27 Osiober 1ok = Troon A rellewed frem otiechmont to Combat
Comrard A, 5th .rmared ivizian,

(%) 3. Ootober 1o - Troop C rolinved from att chment to Cambat
Cemaman: B, Oih Aruore: Jiviaion,
Le Asslot.rge frou Swpporting Unitse

4. Artliiery eup uct hes bewn osngburt, Tery:.3 Sor wtlllery were fre~-
mtly foond Uy our ogire s wien meather coni tlons groan ed llsison A
mtmu plan for this sector wes caiplieici 1y coniunedion ith a veivnadve
Pires® pla: iros LOUth Armorvs. 7 fatialion,

b, Jince ap.recimately 25 uctober 1.: tso platoaas of the LLUth AAd [
Growp Lav - boea suprarting this soctor with thelr Nve, +le': has provon very
offasctive oo nst groung tarpsts as evidenoed by twe stuterorts by risoners of \
War taler nourby,

(‘1) 29 Ugtober 17y = brisoner of “ar stated "2 hal nigh roanect
o s am, States that moght of the Mre went over !lls articuiosr  osition
bt beccuse soretines the whois i lside weas syrayed, 1t s alaost impossible te
do any work wrog laylight hours’,

(72} 1 Fovwwber 773 - iytgovinrg Af ar oo - CThen were in @ ogle
tiam aboul o veris S ovr Uines, They dd rot regeive artl Loty {ire there
but evary .y thuse were gasudlties from our martar, rifle renade; ani A/ fire”,
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S5« opocicl Jeap g Usod,

2. 0 'wowndng Anvtmmatic Rifle,fowr! vhen this u-it mowd into Hofen,
spove!l to b Inv:lueble, EBvery ef ‘ort has becn made Lo borrow nor o0 Licas
wor ong, udat it gueeoga,

ne /2 2 subgtitute ;utmatioc czrbin-g gr:  roving very setisfrotory.
¢, ‘» of Orengdies,

(1, Tr the Peivily ool Wwaing crunees o 201 yves, rigged &s
boohy--tra n vere nacd,  “reps were -ut cub at night <t remawved in the laytlie,

‘72, In our truoms soctor (Tposp ) mine enesy [alrois were stopoed
by mere Wby traes. e oebro: :Lasfated of ap roxtogl Y timrby aneemye

6. Comru-icat' -s,

. e JAfiicu ty ves at first ex.eriunged juwe bto the wirleldyness of the SCR
500, It rejuriris tve mon to csrry this et an! some TIitle Line to sat 40 wp for
use, Ailso, conbisuoe coamunicilisn is mot essible U iz get uhich rakes 1t
very uwniagire: 1o I uss b onatavis. This orodlem vos a2'wvel by borroving savers:
KB W xa’log froe the infantry,




Seuiluw Il - Wrenologleal accoante

1 Vot « ugquadwon continued samening missicn vicinity Hoscheid,
minsd a aulwirt just north of i during the night, estimated 50 1b charys
of exploaive, ~nomy oontimued his intardictory fire of ths road viainity
a _hf' aguadron contimuad outpost and patrol astivity, satrol had fire
fih in which two snomy were idlled and ons taken prisoner viainity BLSS5e

2 Ut ~ Squadron moved to naw seotor and took new positions along sast

rad of soidn, Usmmany, Squadron UF at Kaltarherberg. lo ensay activity,

3 Uot - Squadron formard W& mowad to Hofeme ZSpamy remainod on the do-
fansive but interdiswed Hofon vith artillery and mortar fire, Uur patrol
attauptin, to mows sast wms stopped at 965154 by small arms fire and moriar fire,
Aother of our catrols captarad ond k¥ from the 317 Tng and nspl dn,

L Yot = wur artdllery commeneed interdlotory fire of likoly avenuos of
approach to our positions and also fired at smemy whieular movamont moving
south froa ichren wth good sffict. No othar emémy cmntacts ware msds,

5 Uct = «t duwn wndsr covar of fog ansmy sent a strony pitrol of astimtad
25 mn spidnst the southem part of our 1ins, dis patrel wad supportad by
inuoourste mortar fire, VFatrol wa3s mpilsed by our coorviinated firs from mortars,
mching uns and 37, camnistar fire from cur ¥-0 Amored ars. A 3imilar
gm,t ¥ midas at noon against our northern sector and was quickly repulssd by our

e

wur pitools vors abla to penatmate to vicinity 957177 wharm w mosivad
bavy smll ams fiye fron pillboxas in that viadnity. wur artillary contdmed
niont inwrdctory fire.

0 Yot = \ur wrtdllery fir:d obsorwed fim at omImy dismounted men «ith
Lod 8ff:cte in OWr southem sector, durlng night of vet 5 - 5, enamy patrol
tripped ona of our boohy traps. Two snemy wore killad, the balance of the
patrol 1laft, l3aving behind six bagoolas and tan riflas,

7 Vet - imamy interdictad lofon and Kaltarderbary with estimated 150m=
artillary, wr enginears startad 1ts mission of destroyin; unoccupisd pillboxes
and our i. platoon fired an occurisd plllbexes wdth som2 affeol, -“nimy peiroling
rocainad inuciivae

8 Vet - wr artillery, TV platoon and Assault guns firod affectiwly with
we artliilar, lisison plans in obsorvation, targatss on:my dismountad msne At
niht our artllisry fired at sremy wahidles heard movin, 3outh from lohren with
ood 3ff3ct. mon, contimusd intasdlotory fire of Hofen but lds patrols remainad
in.ctive,

7 Vet = wuir artilisry continuad to fire at dismountad snamy, our fire baing
adjustad by our obsarvation posts with good results, “namy contlnusd his inter-
dictory firs #th what was estdmtrd to b 75mm or 60mn salf ~ropallad guns,
Savaral tarss or Your min patrols attsmptead to infilteate our lines but our
assault juns disparsad thea quioly.

10 Vet = wir artillery contimued %o fire st dismountyd sndmy and our enginasrs
ontinuid w distroy unocoupisd rdllbomss, Uur patrol contactad amamy plataon
vicinity 9517 and thy area wus 3hallad by our artillsry with unkmown offact,

11 Yot = ihd wi:3 Juist except for heavy 8lma mortar f48 by snony on area
96150, protabl, obsorvad firs, It was nroessary to emloy artdllery on the
mortar posiition to anabla cwr troope to move out of tho fire, ivwo ORS-
ualties resultad,
- s -



SuClIwi 1L - Obgomological account (oontd)

12 Uot « “nomy remained quiet, contonting himsslf with intardictory mortar
fire and small amms fics at our liaison plamd vhan it trisd to lomate ths
mortar positions, In W aftamoon 3qsadron movid L0 new s:otor south of Kale
Wwrtwrvary and took up 8w zositions with similar mission,

15 Yot = uaaron. iogrovsd 13 vositions and sant out patroly to recomnolitsr
MV e9ctor walal «sl found to b3 extromily woodsd, “namy road blocks, undsfeaded
wr: found on aly rosds loadin, to wihlsrsheid,

1} vet - “namy emainsd sasdvwly aef:naive, wr piirols wr) able to ™ach
positions o obesrvation on saworal pdkkboxss dthout nemy sontacte

15 Vot - wnamy ineotive, ‘ar -.abush patrols captared on2 v froa Y7 int ne
Tellarainis in oresk Bd d3it—oy3d omd of our § ton3 ind causad omd casuiliye
Wur pataullocatad mad bloc.: dsfendsd by maching ouns and worbtird, -our
enoy ldiid, Two un d bunkars with barbed wire nnd mine:s revortsd, “ame
petrol spot ad small pland similar to eur liaison vlans taking off, “tudy of
aerial ;rote ryvials alr stripe

16 vt - do amemy contactad,

17 vet = Lo patrols sant out wth mission of ramovin, road blook pesviously
reortid, Loth patrols mn into dnamy ambush partiss Li viclnity of road blooks
In Mo Mt 0 sufferd 4w cevaltdes plus ond officar 2:33ing in aotion.

-“pomy using smcrdcan M1 4139 and on® man obsarved wearing a3rlcan lat,
anothar 2 vl wol knit cane

18 uot = yotrol Mtumad to vicinity of sn2my anbush, T snimy wam contactsds

19 - 21 ot - Ho sme1y oontact mds by patrols dur~in, this -i1viods

22 wii = uridrs yecdiwad changing our S3ctor to that hild by the 102nd Cavalwy
;qu.;m.'a 1 rsturning us to 5th imored Divisicon's control. Lnangd cemplated

J 230000 1.

23 Lt = satrol mports shack in our sector sivs for smil snany ambusth pariye
wr astiilsoy Intarclots this sits that night,

2y veu = maports from our patrols are negativa, v directad our artilleary
fire urn zaray sorbar costtion, Artillery scarud out diizowntad spamy and 9unds
cf vahicly ovamnt towad dohran yare hoapds

“naw; patrol ssott:od wrkdng in toward 1liny 'wld by 8 Co, L7th inf In same
gucnor snky viidcle \porsibly a8 tank) driwan off by cur artiilery.

“neEy oy dravn ortillery niutralizel by our artilliary.
‘u# of our . ton3 firad on by amdmy patrol,
25 et - Lc ey oontastid by our patrola.

26 voi - onz of our patrols sontacted endmy at houss or-o3its our migtor nd
digectad fire from ovr avsau’t un9 on taryot.

vthir pitrol spottad tracis and othar evidines oF dn3ny patioll.
obe
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S60TIwi I1I - Garonological Acsourt (eontd)

it wms daclded at this point chut our troop on the line would sand out a
patrol daily with tha mission of ambushing ensmy opsrating patrols against our
sactor, wiils thy othdr troop would %end out th? usual patrols to recmnoitar the
wmeny i:l.m.

iais jlan was followed through 31 Votober 19kke

115 Adi firod on emsmy rB's and surrounding arsa, PWH talen by CUl ssveml days
later desoritad this fireas baing wiry affuctive,

27 Uot = /mbush patrol 9rotiad aight spemy but =3 unable to g7 Lhem,
Tne othor atrol found fresh 3ins of snsuy activity in tha sactor (1,8, footprints,
adaretts bitts 3te) and obsarvad thros emsny loave »illbox 2ast of ilmn with
masakits and antar small pateh of woods mdarhy. Qur artillery intsrdictad this
spot durdn, ths ni_ht and 115 Add fired on 1t ssviral Uims followin, dag.

28 Vot - -wnbush patrol mgative, Vther patrol found obsorvation towsr at
96613, blom b, onzay, Several othsr towers wird found in this arsa som of whieh
show 81, ns of octupanay.

Fatrol 3mottid two pAllboxes, ond unchartad and showing no dammge from our
artillary, 245 Avi fired on this pAllbtox thet night and our artillary put emosp-
tr.tdons on it Yor sewsml days followdng. -

29 Ugt - .abush ratml in firm fight wWith six snoamy. Un3 Inomy soldlar woundsd
or idilsd, vthor anony soldisrs carrisd Mm awmy during fight,

vthar patrol firesd on thros spamy laying wire, Ri11s3 ono® man, % suffored
no ousaltiag,

‘atrol w3 1bBl3 to obsarwe Mr3 from A4 and rivort d 4% as aing 2ifactdive,

0 - 3 Yot - doth patrols report all quiet. No contact with enemy, War
artilisry md 115 AL sontimed interdictory firms in this sactor,

35005 G BuRJALTR,
Yajor, Cawlry,
2 Inals, Commanding.
406l 1 - apnax M4t
ma’l 2 = _mx ETBI'
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